
The Foundation of Prayer: Praying God’s will. 
 
The t-shirt I saw in a parking lot “Nothing fails like prayer” 
    Shocking as it was to me,    I think that many times we all would have that shirt on at times.  
 Do we really believe in prayer?  Do we believe in the power of prayer? 
I can treat prayer like my raincoat; I don’t need it when the sun is shining.  
                       Corrie Ten Boom — “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” 
 
PRAY        Teach us today how to pray according to Your will,  

 
Last week we saw that…. 
Praying in Jesus’ name is praying for things that will honor and glorify Jesus. It is not a magical 
phrase but a lifestyle: standing on His promises and reflecting His nature and Character. 
God answers our prayers as we live in accordance to the life of Christ and having His will in us. 
When we pray with Bible in hand, we pray in the language of the Father in Jesus name. 
 
1 John 5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  

that if we ask anything, according to His will, He hears us. 
     Matt 7:9-10   God is so good. 
      

We are to set our prayers to that which coincides with God’s will.  Thus I must know His will. 
Praying with the Bible in hand helps us in these three ways. 
 
First: We align our will to His will. 
God speaks to His people today. He speaks to us through the Scriptures.  Here is His will. 
     When we read the Scriptures we are not  

just reading the history of what God has said in the past and what He wants us to do.  
God actively speaks to us in the present, real time, through the words of Scripture and one of   
   the most important concepts about prayer is praying His will- praying with the Bible in hand. 
 
Our prayer does not bind God to our will.     “with banana splits and peanut butter cookies” 
“We do not pray in order to change His will, but to bring our wills in harmony with His”  W Temple  
          That is why we need the Bible in our hands.   

We need to find what are the thoughts of God on the matter? 
Often in my prayer times I find it is hard to know God’s will when I do all the talking. 

  
Praying involves turning the compass of my heart and desires to what He wants. 

Psalm 1 - We are to delight ourselves in the law of the LORD day and night.   
As His Word transforms us by the renewal of our minds, living and active in our heart, we 
will find that our thoughts and feelings, passions and desires are being shaped more by 
His Word, to know and be aligned to His will. 

 
In the Bible we hear the voice of God speaking to us authoritatively, and personally when we 
hear, read, study, and internalize the Bible, it’s the best way to find and know God’s will.   
We fill ourselves with His truth, listening to God and thinking upon and reflecting what He says.   
  
Praying with the Bible in hand helps us as we… 
Secondly: We begin to see God’s truth through and in the circumstances. 

We think His thoughts about each circumstance we are in. 
My main problem is I pray and don’t get what I want, I often pray  
         “My will be done- pretty please Jesus.”  At times I pray for things outside His will 



Then, “How are we to understand unanswered prayer?”    Nothing fails like prayer? 
  I look to Jesus.   
Did Jesus ever have unanswered prayer?    Matthew 26:39 
     Jesus asked for the cup to pass- unanswered,   
        yet was answered because He wanted more than His own request, He wanted the Father’s 
   will.  He saw and longed for God’s will though and in the circumstance.  
    
Or look at Paul, in prison.  Philippians 1:19   for I know that through your prayers and God’s 
provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,  what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 
      Some answers are yes, some no, some not answered because of sin in our life, or…wait. 
 
I have real needs and honest expectations from God. I want quick answers and forget at times... 
some answers are long-term in coming to bring about deep intimacy and trust with God.  

Like my child asking for a real truck.  Any father knows that the child is too young, too 
early in their development and the answer is no, for it is in the child’s best interests.   
Thus what seems to be unanswered prayers may really be answered  

in His timing for us in our growth with Him. 
  “do you want Me more than the request you are asking, wait on Me, Cody” 
  
We pray for real needs and truly ask God to meet us and see the answers the way we want.   
        Here is a great Christian classic prayer from a humble man that has taught me much. 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve; 
 I was made weak, that I might learn to obey. 
I asked for health, that I might do great things; 
 I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 
I asked for riches, that I might be happy; 
 I was given poverty, that I might we wise. 
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men; 
 I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life; 
 I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 
I received nothing that I had asked for— 
 Yet everything I had hoped for, my prayers were answered.    St Francis 

 
“Some people pray just to pray and some people pray to know God.”     Andrew Murray 
 
I pray for… 

Healing- yes, 
but more to know the Healer, our refuge and strength (Ps 42), and seek His will. 

Life would come to your pressed and perplexed spirit- yes,  
but more that you know you are not abandoned (2 Cor. 4:8), God is with you. 

 Freedom from the bondage of fear and anxiety – yes, 
but more that by His Spirit affirms that you are God’s child (Rom 8:15-16).   

Overcome your destructive addictive habits- yes 
  but more that He wants and wills that you be free (Gal 5:1) 

and be growing more like Christ. (I Thess. 4:3)   
 

Praying Scripture helps us to keep our thoughts captive to God’s truth, will and character  
and our minds obedient to Christ. 

The process of praying through a passage is that you are reading and asking God to reveal His 
truth.  God’s will may not always be that you be healed, but it is His will to know Him.  



  
If God is in control and His will happens, then why do I have to pray?   
    God calls us to pray because praying is really not about praying, it is about intimacy with God. 

He has ordained at times to use prayer as the means to accomplish His will.    
 
How are we to pray for God’s will? 
   The best answer to that is seen in the Bible how they pray.  

They don’t have a fatalistic attitude, “what will be will be”   
        “You must be a great puppeteer and there is nothing I can do” 
They don’t have a passiveness in their prayers.   

“it is what it is”  or mysticism mixed with contemplative prayer  
 
Prayer is not a passive submission to God,  

but an active persistence that His will prevail over all things. 
Prayer, though it comes from the heart of an unlearned child of God, can suspend the 
laws of the universe, if such be God's will, just as the sun stood still when Joshua prayed.  

Matilda Andross 

 
Praying with the Bible in hand helps us: 
Lastly: Praying God’s will is really about total surrender 

 
God I want your will – make mine Yours   Sick in Bolivia  
  I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 
 

Everything we do in prayer requires God to be a part of it and He will act 
When we pray portions of Scripture 

We are in deep conversation with God, a combination of reading and prayer.  
We proclaim what you already know about God.  
We proclaim what is ours in Christ and in faith and live it. 
We feed our souls on the great positive facts and truths we know  

 

 
End of preaching a sermon, now we are going to practice the sermon. 
Let us now engage with Scripture to the fullest extent of its power.  4 weeks praying together 
 
Psalm 42     34  Joshua 1:6-9  Psalm     63:6         119:148  
 
Ask God to help you resolve to spend at least 20 minutes in prayer each day seeking His will. 
There is a revolution in our hearts ready to happen when God’s people pray. 
 
 


